An original submandibular approach technique sparing the cervical branch of the facial nerve.
Many articles and anatomy textbooks accurately describe the anatomy and anatomical variations of the marginal mandibular branch of the facial nerve (VII). This is not, however, true for the cervical branch, damage to which results in paralysis of the platysma and, because of its insertions at the lower lip and labial commissure, in disfigurement, especially when smiling. This may be mistaken for paralysis of the marginal mandibular branch of the facial nerve. Precise anatomical description of the cervical branch of the facial nerve allows certain technical safeguards to be determined which, if adhered to, should reduce the risk of injury, especially during surgical excision of the submandibular gland on a transcervical approach.